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P@%rﬁ@%BﬂW United Nations in the scientific and technological community major group, collaborating in
relevant UN activities with the International Science Council and other organizations including ebbf-Ethical Business
Building the Future, the Global Governance Forum, and the Bahd'i International Community. As such, it bridges the
scientific community and the wider circle of non-governmental organizations. It has organized events at the
Copenhagen and Paris Climate conferences and plans to be at Glasgow. It contributes to the public discourse on the

role of science in addressing the multiple risks the world is now facing, and is open to collaborating with others.

As an organization predominantly of scientists, we see the importance of the science of complex systems and an
integrated perspective on the multiple challenges facing the world, including the climate catastrophe, the
biodiversity crisis, the degradation of nhatural resources and irresponsible approaches to pollution and wastes on the
environmental side; inequality reflected in extremes of wealth and poverty, migration, fragmentation and extremism
on the social side; and a materialistic economic system plundering the planet for the benefit of the few while leaving
most of the population behind. We contributed to the formulation of the 2030 Agenda and actively support the SDGs.
But scientific knowledge, by itself, does not change individual behaviour or guide system change. From our Bahd&'i-
inspired perspective, the ethical dimension of human values and a vision of a higher human purpose are required to
motivate change and to accept short-term sacrifices for the long-term common good, learning to live within
planetary boundaries. We see changing values as fundamental to progress, and scientific and ethical approaches
as complementary. We need to create momentum from many stakeholders beyond the scientific community for a

strong voice for science in UN reform and responding to the climate crisis.

For environmental risks such as the climate crisis and the collapse of biodiversity, natural science is the primary
warnhing mechanism, but it still has too little impact on decision-making in the UN or on fundamental systems change
as required by the 2030 Agenda. We need to work to change this. Two of our members shared in the 2018 New Shape
Prize of the Global Challenges Foundation for their proposals on global governance, and many of our members are
scientists working at the science-policy interface, so we can speak from experience. We also have an interest and
experience in strengthening the role of science at the local level, building local responsibility, resilience and

innovation.

The International Environment Forum proposes launching a campaign with Together First and others, with a major
focus on the climate crisis, to strengthen the science-policy interface in the UN system with formal links to decision-
making processes, in order to overcome the inertia of present governance mechanisms. This will also mean new
efforts to explain the challenges and their ethical implications and to build public support for actions, including at the
local level. Since the General Assembly can create subsidiary advisory bodies without approval required by the
Permanent Members of the Security Council, we can try to build sufficient momentum among interested countries,

and adequate public pressure, to strengthen scientific advisory bodies in the UN.

The main risk addressed is the failure of political processes at the national and global levels to listen to scientific



warnings about climate catastrophe, biodiversity collapse, pollution impacts and other environmental threats, and
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to meet the objectives of the Paris A%reement and to negotiate their equitable distribution.
there are also positive proposals forthis that can gain momentum.

For the IEF, as a small OF%GHIZG'EIOH operating without fundlngl:j this will be im v\)ole mented thro 9
These concepts are further developed in the attached pdf fité and on our web site at httpsﬁ efworld.org/node/1023.In

- Information on our web site, newsletter and outreach to our members
our full proposal, we consider the role of science in governance, strengthening science in policy making, and how

- Participation jn major events in partnershéo with others (ebbf-Ethical Business Building the Future, Together First,
these proposails fit into the larger effort to reinforce globa governonce through fundamental reformsYo the Unitéd

Global Governance Forum, Baha'j International Community, etc). including at the United Nations and COP 26
Nations. We provide further details on the development of scientific advisory and technology dssessment process at

- Contributjons to our major group, the Scientific and Technological organizations, in collaboration with the
the UN, and consider broaderissues of global environmental gdvernance. The role of science in responding to the

International Science Council
climate crisis is developed as an example. Two other relevant issues discussed are education for transformation, and

- Preparation and distribution of statements on social media and in video clips
universal access to science.

- Contribution to on-line courses on climate change and other educational activities
- Empowering our members and others to take action in their local communities.

We can only do a small part of what is required, and welcome partnerships to extend these activities.



