


ler robots bx the ear 021 Killer robots are robotlc weapons
toealdbeldrs who have identified killer robots as one of the likely causes of World War
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Targeted killings on the basis of fomol recognition will become more prevalent. In context demonstro ons, for
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Committees sessions and Ordinary sessions in Midrand South Africa.
As such, this proposal is in the interest of inclusive society that holds criminals to account.
Therefore, a legadlly binding instrument banning or prohibiting killer robots will go a long way in avoiding future

VAR, . R SR it atigdintionaire
chomgagn the boh of k||
e tthribets

Elgﬁmmqrta%@m@ﬁq%%% is to have a PAP resolution calling for a ban on killer robots, something similar to the

2018 European Parliament Resolution on killer robots. PAP, as the legislative body of the African Union, can also place

Herurseothars aé%ﬁ%g%m%wngngyg argued or suggested that the use of killer robots will reduce or do away
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Ej&gnr&ggﬁﬁglm%gﬁmﬁfﬁﬁ%ﬂpg@w&m@lltlygbtmgfsuggestbh has already been disproved by the existence of

algorithmic bias and prejudice against people of colour.
b) Course of action 2: - Reach out to PAP parliamentarians

Engaging PAP should also include liaising with the six South African PAP.
c) Course of Action 3: - Engage the African Commission for Human and Peoples’ Rights [ACHR]

It is important to engage the ACHR especially on the human rights implications of killer robots. Prior engagements
with officials of ACHR have shown willingness to cooperate on issues of human rights and technology, including the

issue of killer robots.
d) Course of action 4: - Finding a lead-state

Once there is a strong regional position on killer robots, South Africa has a potential to be a lead-state on killer robots.
South Africa is preferred because it is currently active in the killer robots discussions in the UN and cooperates with

civil society in Africa.
2. Obstricals & solutions

First, since African States are not developing killer robots and many have no capacity to do so, there may be

questions as to the relevance and urgency of the killer robots issue to Africa.

To overcome this, when engaging African States, it is important to emphasise that in the UN debate on killer robots,
the voice of African States is critical, in particular, on issues relating to human dignity and the implications of killer

robots on racial and gender discrimination. Furthermore, killer robots may be used against African States and their
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capacity to participate in the killer robots debate. There may be limited accessible experts on killer rolgots from the

difficult if not impossible to hold someone accountable. Indeed, it is unethical for machines to make decisions about
Bénesarrqhd) agement with the African Group on Disarmament in Geneva in 2017 and 2018 showed political

who lives or dies. Killer robots will make it too easz for States to use force, thereb_g.und_ermining international peace
willingness on the part of African States which wds coupled with improved partiCipation in thé UN Group of
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Governmental Experts on Lethal Autonomous Weapon Systems (UNGGE).

psmmtiatyeathder them vulnerable resulting in overwhelming threats to global security. There is an URGENT need for o
TegollfricioaiGopinptofiDisatrowttaerih g e tteloidiso statements to the UNGGE calling for the ban of killer robots. In

emphasising that killer robots should be banned before they come into existence, the African Group of States noted

Yet, with the current threats to multilateralism which have seen powerful states walking, back on their commitments
as follows: “Notions of human dignity and humanity are the parents of all other humans’ rights and should govern

on disarmament issues, it is a tough battle to ?roduc,e a ban on killer robots in time, especially within consensus-
human conduct including human’inventions. The African Group finds it inhumane, abhorrent, repugnant, and against

based institutions like the UNCCW. This is made worse by the Al arms race between global powers such as the United
public conscience for humans to give up control to machines, allowing machines to decide who lives or dies, how

States and China which may lead them to deploy killer robots "without adequate safeguards against brittleness,
many lives and whose life is‘acceptable as collateral damage when force is used. TheAfrican Group strongly asserts

unpredictability, and s&stemic risks that will arise when algorithms interact at machine speed,” L
that technology should be solely dedicated for the prospérity and progress of human beings in all spheres of life.

Hope in the mitigation of this %;Jbal catastrophic risk may rest with majoritarian-based institutions like the UN ,
Furthermore, in its General Comment Number 3 on the Rléht to Life, the African Commission on Human and Peoples

General Assembl%/“or other processes outside the UNCCW. For this to succeed, there is need for like-minded States
Rights stated that “in any machine autonomy in the selection of human targets or the use of force should be subject

and reoggonol blocks to come together and ban killer robots.
to medhingful human control”.

Getting the African regionol block to take a strqn% position on killer robots and finding a lead-state from the African
Moreover, of the 30 stdtes that have so far explicitly called for a ban on killer robots, 8'are African states. Against this

continent will be a huge step towards Provision_of alternqtive_grooess outside the UNCCW. As already indicated, it is
backdrop, the proposal to develop a strong regional position is feasible and within reach.

easier for African States to take positions if they are backed by the regional bodies.



