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international coalition of more than 140 non-governmental organizations in more than 60 countries. The Campaign is

demand that states urgently launch negotiations to preemptively ban full
working to ban fully autonomous wedpons, and retail meaningful human control overithe use of force. The
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"Losing Humanity: The Case Against Killer Robots” (November 2012): This 50-page report outlines concerns about fully
autonomous weapons, which would inherently lack human qualities that provide legal and non-legal checks on the

killing of civilians. https://www.hrw.org/report/2012/11/19/losing-humanity/case-against-killer-robots

"Review of the 2012 US Policy on Autonomy in Weapons Systems” (April 2013): This 9-page report analyzes the strengths
and weaknesses of the November 2012 US Department of Defense directive on autonomy in weapons systems.

https://www.hrw.org/news/2013/04/15/review-2012-us-policy-autonomy-weapons-systems

"The Need for New Law to Ban Fully Autonomous Weadpons” (November 2013): This 16-page report shows why existing
international humanitarian law is insufficient to deal with fully autonomous weapons and why an international,
legally binding instrument preemptively banning these weapons is needed.

https://www.hrw.org/news/2013/11//13/need-new-law-ban-fully-autonomous-weapons

"Shaking the Foundations: The Human Rights Implications of Killer Robots” (May 2014): This 26-page report assesses in
detail the risks posed by fully autonomous weapons under international human rights law, expanding the debate
beyond the battlefield to law enforcement operations. https://www.hrw.org/report/2014/05/12/shaking-

foundations/human-rights-implications-killer-robots

"Mind the Gap: The Lack of Accountability for Killer Robots” (April 2015): This 38-page report details the significant
hurdles to assigning personal accountability for the actions of fully autonomous weapons under both criminal and
civil law. It also elaborates on the consequences of failing to assign legal responsibility.

https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/04/09/mind-gap/lack-accountability-killer-robots

"Precedent for Preemption: The Ban on Blinding Lasers as a Model for a Killer Robots Prohibition” (November 2015): This
18-page report reviews the history of the negotiations of Protocol IV to the Convention on Conventional Weapons on
Blinding Laser Weapons, which preemptively banned a weapon still in development. The report examines the
parallels between the concerns about blinding lasers and fully autonomous weapons.

https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/11/08/precedent-preemption-ban-blinding-lasers-model-killer-robots-prohibition

"Killer Robots and the Concept of Meaningful Human Control” (April 2016): This 16-page report calls for requiring
meaningful human control over the selection and engagement of targets in order to protect human dignity, ensure
compliance with international humanitarian and human rights law, and avoid creating an accountability gap. It also
identifies legal precedent for obliging countries to maintain human control.

https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/04/1/killer-robots-and-concept-meaningful-human-control

"Making the Case: The Dangers of Killer Robots and the Need for a Preemptive Ban" (December 2016): This 49-page



report rebuts 16 key arguments against a ban on fully autonomous weapons. In so doing, it comprehensively
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on the killing of civilians. The use of fully autonomous weapons also raises serious questions of accountability. Given
that such a robot could identify a target and launch an attack under its own power, it is unclear who should be held
responsible for any unlawful actions it commits. Lack of accountability would fail to deter future legal violations law

and to provide victims meaningful justice.

The Martens Clause, which appears in Additional Protocol | to the Geneva Conventions, mandates that the “principles
of humanity” and “dictates of public conscience” be considered in cases not explicitly covered by other protocols.
Fully autonomous weapons raise serious concerns under these standards. Fully autonomous weapons would lack
human emotions, including compassion. Such emotions help to protect individuals who are not lawful targets in an
armed conflict; fully autonomous weapons would instead lack ethical restraint and would not be constrained by the
natural urge of soldiers not to kill. Public opinion surveys have shown that the vast majority of respondents disagree

with the prospect of delegating life and death decisions to machines.

A treaty to ban fully autonomous weapons would also address aspects of proliferation not covered under
international humanitarian law, which addresses the use of weapons but not development and production. It would

help avoid proliferation and avert an arms race by halting development before it goes too far.

Human Rights Watch urges all states to launch negotiations on a new international treaty to prohibit fully

autonomous weapons and retain meaningful human control over the use of force.



